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Shipstads & Johnson
1954 ICE FOLLIES PHOTO ALBUM
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Book Hunter’s Holiday is Pleased to Offer Figure Skating History
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Photo Album Compiled by Ice Follies Stars 
Phyllis and Harris Legg
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[PHOTO ALBUM] 10 ½” x 13 ½”.  
Green and black  embossed 

leatherette photo album containing 
twenty-six  8” x 10” original, black 
and white press photos of 

Shipstads and Johnson Ice Follies 
in the 1950s and several tipped-in 

and laid-in newspaper clippings, 
ticket stubs, and Christmas cards.  
Compiled by two of its stars, Phyllis 

and Harris Legg, the photo album 
was given to two fans, and is 

inscribed on the first page “To Tricia 
and Donna, Our wonderful friends. 
Love always, Phyllis and Harris 

Legg”.   Photographs, in fine 
condition, are pasted on to paper 

pages, with much of the paper age-
toned, brittle, and chipped. A few 
photos have come loose. Overall, a 

very good album.

 Among its many images is an 

inscribed photo from from one of the 
Ice Follies biggest stars, “Mr. 

Debonair”, Richard Dwyer. Other 
photos show large Ice Follies 
productions and individual Ice Follies 

stars in action on the ice.   Lovely 
images of the spectacle of Ice Follies 

at the height of its popularity and a 
visual archive that reveals the 
influence of Ice Follies on the sport 

and pageantry of competitive figure 
skating.  

	 Shipstads and Johnson Ice 
Follies was the very first original 
traveling ice show and was founded 

by Eddie Shipstad, Roy Shipstad, and 
Oscar Johnson in 1936.  Ice Follies 

featured large-scale production 
numbers and combined large casts of 
figure skaters with theater.  Highlights 

of each show included not only daring 
feats performed on skates but colorful 

lights, dazzling costumes, and 
wonderful musical scores and 
choreography.  The show included 

chorus girls, production numbers, and 
elaborate props. The Ice Follies had a 

long run, from 1936 to 1979, and 
revolutionized the sport of figure 
skating.

A few of the individual stars of 

Ice Follies featured in the album 
include:

Harris Legg (1911-1996) and 
Phyllis Legg  (1916-2005).  A 

descendant of Nathaniel Hawthorne, 
Legg was an accomplished cyclist and 

speed skater who qualified for the 
1936 Olympics.  Like all speed skaters  
in those days, he was expected to pay 

his own way to the Games, so he 
never went. Instead, he joined the 

American-based Ice Follies and began 
thrilling crowds throughout the world. 
He set a world barrel-jumping record 

and was famous for a revolving hoop 
circle-of-fire maneuver. He and his 

wife, Phyllis developed a magical 
performance on stilt skates, creating 
breathtaking moves 18 inches above 

the surface of the ice.

Frances Dorsey, who competed 
in the U.S. National Figure Skating 
Championships, placing 2nd in 1952 

and 3rd in 1954.

Richard Dwyer (Mr. Debonair) is 
one of the most popular stars in figure 
skating history.  One fan commented, 

“For years and years, Richard Dwyer 

was the epitome in the public’s minds 
of what figure skating was all about.”  

Dwyer enjoyed a successful 
competitive figure skating career. He 
won the United States National Figure 

Skating Championships in the 
Juvenile, Novice, and Junior Men's 

divisions and also competed in the 
national championships as a Senior 
against the legendary Dick Button. In 

1993, Dwyer was inducted into the US 
Figure Skating Hall of Fame.

Others who appear in the album 
include: 

The Pastor Twins 
Florence Rae

Richard Norris
Ginger Clayton
Jack Boyle
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This visual archive reveals the influence of Ice Follies on the 
sport and pageantry of modern figure skating.

http://www.bookhuntersholiday.com
http://www.bookhuntersholiday.com

